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International Advanced Subsidiary Level  

Physics  
Specification  

Assessment and Content Overview 

Unit name & Paper code % of IAS % of IAL Mark Duration 
Unit 1: 
Mechanics & Materials 
 

Written exam paper 
 

Paper code:  
WPH11/01 

40 20 80 1 hour 30 minutes 

Unit 2: 
Waves & Electricity 
 

Written exam paper 
 

Paper code:  
WPH12/01 

40 20 80 1 hour 30 minutes 

Unit 3: 
Practical skills in Physics 1 
 

Written exam paper 
 

Paper code:  
WPH13/01 

20 10 50 1 hour 20 minutes 

 

 

IAS exams will be held in:  October series next year 

IAL exams will be held in:  October series year after next 
 

 

Content tested in IAS exams  Unit 1, Unit 2 & Unit 3 

Content tested in IAL exams  Unit 4, Unit 5 & Unit 6 
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Unit 1  
&  
Unit 2 

• The paper includes multiple-choice, short open, open-response, calculations and 
extended-writing questions. 

• The paper will include questions that target mathematics at Level 2 or above 
(see Appendix 6: Mathematical skills and exemplifications).  
A minimum of 32 marks will be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or above. 

• Students will be expected to apply their knowledge and understanding to 
familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts. 

Unit 3  

• The paper includes short-open, open-response, calculations and extended-
writing questions. 

• The paper will include questions that target mathematics at Level 2 or above 
(see Appendix 6: Mathematical skills and exemplifications). A minimum of 20 
marks will be awarded for mathematics at Level 2 or above. 

• Students will be expected to apply their knowledge and understanding of 
practical skills to familiar and unfamiliar situations. 

 

Unit 1 Mechanics & Materials  Unit 2 Waves & Electricity 
1. SI base units  1. Basics of waves  
2. Uniformly accelerated motion in one 

dimension 
2. Principle of superposition  

3. To interpret displacement-time, velocity-
time and acceleration-time graphs (both 
uniform and non-uniform motion) 

3. Diffraction  

4. Vector resolution  4. Interference  
5. Forces  5. Stationary waves  
6. Momentum  6. Refraction  
7. Moment of a force  7. Polarization  
8. Work energy power efficiency  8. Ultrasound  
9. Fluids  9. Photo electric effect  
10. Hooke’s law, young’s modulus                                   10. Atomic spectra  

 11. Drift velocity  
 12. Circuit components  

 13. Potential divider 
 14. Internal resistance  
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